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opportunity of seeing one in the making that in the
course of years may become famous. One of its keepers,
a little less astute than the others, let me into the secrets
of the place. Some one professed to have seen a spirit
hovering over a dirty tank, who declared that its waters
had healing virtues. A company of thirty men took
advantage of this. A mud temple was erected, and half
of the members travelled to make the shrine known,
the others remained to receive the visitors. I saw three
hundred or more blind, dumb, crippled sufferers who
had made their way to this place of healing. So in-
complete were the arrangements that a heap of bricks,
hidden by a dirty piece of rag, was doing duty for an
image. Another place, Tarakeswar, a Siva temple in
Bengal, is visited twice a year by 60,000 to 70,000
people. I have heard wonderful stories of the blind
receiving sight and the sick being healed by visiting it.
When I have ventured to express a doubt of the efficacy
of a visit to such places, the narrators stared at me in
astonishment. The belief in faith-healing is not confined
to the people of England.

It is not, however, as a means of getting relief from
sickness that the pilgrims, as a rule, visit shrines. Some-
times it is in fulfilment of vows, made in the hour of
trouble ; often it is to obtain the greatest of all boons,
a son ; but in the majority of cases it is to obtain merit.
Many of these shrines have stones or lumps of clay
hung on trees near by, as reminders to the deity of the
desire of the worshipper, which will be redeemed by
more valuable gifts when the boon is received.

A brief description of some of the more popular
shrines in North India will now be given.